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hen(theEnglishfroopsiévacuatedithe

territoryofithemew(republicin(1783,there
werelthousandsoflinhabitants(ofithe ¥arious
colonieswho(had0penlysympathised(and
generallyfoughtlonthesideloflthe(Crownlinone
orotherlofithemumerouslirregularicorps(raised
during(thewar. Thefeelingbetweenthem(and
theirsuccessfullopponentswasmow(sobitterthat
therewasmothingleft(totheloyalistbutlexile.
Thevindictivelattitudefowardstheirdefeated
brethrenwhosenotives/ofiaction, thoughloften
mixed liketheir(rivals’,[werelquite(asworthyof
respect,lisladmitted mow by Americanhistorians
tolhave(been,if mot(alcrime, atleast(amost
egregious(political blunder.

NoltermsworththepapertheywereWwritten

onwerelsecuredfothembyGreatBritainatithe
peace. Theirpropertywas(confiscatedandtheir
personslinsulted.[Sometemainedand

endeavoured tolliveliticlown, butWwithout/success.

Englandismot/seldom/anungrateful motherto
her(colonialchildrenwhotisk(theirlivesland
fortunesiforherflag. Thelc¢ry ofithe colonistthat
it[doesmot pay(tolheloyallis(as(old(as(the
eighteenthdentury,and, unfortunately,onlyfoo
true(ltheresultlargely,onemeedhardly
remark,0flour(Systemof partygovernment.In
this/casethe[Crown[voted[asum/ofimoney, Which
afterdong(years(Someoflthe
survivors(in(partreceived.Of
privatesympathyand
generositytothemumbersiwho
hadmo(refugebut Englandlittle
was[shown.
Theircorrespondencelis
significantland melancholy
reading, fortheyfound
themselvestooloften(freated
with(superciliousmeglectléven
bythosewholshouldhave
befriended them.[Their
elementalprinciples, foo, were
further(shockedby(discovering(a
countrylonerhalflof'whosepeople
rejoicedopenly(or(secretlyatihe
defeatoflits[ownarmies. Itsa

Sir[?uy[Uar/ton

sad(and(little(known(tale, butthebrighter(sidelof
it,[full lofThardshiplandsufferingfhoughlitwas,
need(onlyhe(toldhere.
Fortunatelyforralliconcerned,theprovinces
oftNovalScotia, NewBrunswick thencarvedout
offit,landthefertile Prince(EdwardIsland Wwere
still British, still(practicallyfindeveloped/and
eminentlysuitedforisettlement. Freelgrantsiof
land were mow/offeredlin/these provinces/tolany
loyalistirefugeesWwholshouldlapplyforfhem,and
ships(were(provided tolconveythem there, aslwell
as[sufficient/suppliesland farm/implements(fo
tideloverthelfirst mecessarily unproductiveyear.
Thiswouldhavebeenlalcomparatively
advantageous(startfor(dcompanies(of English
peasants. Butthesepeoplehadlostinhundreds
oflcasesvaluablelestates,inMmostinstances
comfortable farmsiorfhomes.Theylcamefrom
every(dolony, wheremanyhadbeen(socialland
political Teaders,andiSeveral Thousandswere
already,in[1782,withinthe(Britishlinesat New
York, where Sir(GuylCarleton,mowcommander(]
in[chiefland[¢harged Wwith[themilitaryévacuation
of theléountry, refusedfomove FillhehadSafely
embarkedtheTastionelof them.
Bywayofthisiandétherports,6ver30,000
men, women(and[c¢hildrenwerelanded intheir
newhomeslinthesemaritimeprovincesalone.
Scarcelyanyhadthantheir
wearing(apparel in[property. The
reputation0fiNovalScotialandthe
adjoiningmainland,alltill then
called(Acadia,stoodlow(as(a
placeloflagriculturalsettlement.
Inthisparticular,(however,the
newcomerswerepleasantly
surprised;buttheyhadlong
years(ofltoil, wantandsuffering
tolendurebeforetheyhadcarved
themselvesoutmewhomeslinithe
woods,and[enteredinto
comfortablepossession ofithe
greatprovinces,thebulkof
whoselpeopleltoldaylareproud to
callithemselves/descendants/of
the UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS.



Oflthislsameléxodus(anotherten orfifteen
thousandwentto[Canadalproper,mainlyto[Wwhat
ismow thelprovince6f{Ontario.Theprincipal
settlementsherewerelatold FortFrontenac, mow
Kingston,landaway(tothewestontheNiagara
peninsula. In(this(caseltiotherigours(of
backwoodssettlementwereusuallyadded the
hardships/ofimanyweeks(of wearymarchthither
bybateaulandéanoelandIndian(trailsithrough
theforest.[Acadiathad,0fl¢ourse, Heenvell
known,thoughIstill[SparselySettled. HalifaxWwas
alreadya/small British townandport. Butithe
northern(shores(ofLakesOntarioland Eriehad
been(regardedbythe[American(dolonists/asia
forbidding(wilderness(ofldifferent(soil, held[in the
gripofiwinterformostiofitheyear. French
Canadian(settlementhad teachedmofurther
thanMontreal.All beyond waspartiofithat(vast,
shaggy, boundlessihinterland which(suggested
nothing/present/orfuturetocontemporaryman
butbeaver(skins.

Therehad,linfact, beenmolincentive o fest
this/country.TheFrenchTand(systemheldthe
peoplefoltheirlown[Seigniories, 0f whichmot[a
tenth(partiwere(dleared. Now, however, teports
came(tolthe[American refugees(oflanother
character(altogether(tegardingthisiwildwestern
country.ExpertsWwentfoTeportionlt, and
reportedfavourably,landtheimmigration(thither
began.Aslinthemaritimeprovinces,Soherethe
remnant(ofloyalist regiments(settled in many
instancesfogether.

Nor[weretheselall English.(Germans[who
hadservedtheking¥emovedherewholesalelin
theirmilitarydompanies, fromchoicelintheir
caseland/alsentiment/ofigratitude(for(the
treatment(theyhaduniformly veceived from(the
Crown,whilefherewere, 0f (course mumbersof
NewYorkDutchloyalists[whohadlosttheirfall,
aswelllas[Scottishhighlanders, recent(settlersiin
theCarolinas, Whosematurallinstinctshad kept
them(on(theloyalists’'side. In[short, English
Canada,linfits[origin, maybelalmostregardedlas
amilitarylcolony. Totheseloriginal bandslarge
additionsWwerel[quicklymade. Numbers(ofpeople,
flinching(froméxile, clung,lin(Spiteoflall,fothe
landofftheirbirth fill fhe inrelenting
persecution(oftheirtepublicanmeighboursmade
their(livesinendurable.[Andfit[isdnly fairfoladd
thatthelcontestbetweentheltwofactions(during
themany(yearsiofiwarhadbeenconductedon
both(sides(with(singular(ferocity. Thelconditions
ofithewar,foo,land(of thelcountry,lhadbeenlsuch
thatlitwas/almost/everywhere(saferatithe
moment, Whatevertheremoteldisadvantage
mightbe, totakethepopularisidewhenmot
actuallyunder(theBritishiguns.

Themajorityof theldolonial manhood(didmot
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personallyléarrylausket,andfitwas(generally
saferforthosewho"saton[thefencetoShout,
atlanyrate, forthepatriotiside.Itfollowed,
therefore, thatthebulkofthelexilesweremen of
force,dharacterland/independence;men, oo, who
inmostcaseshadthemselves(disapprovedofithe
Britishpolicy, Whilelatthelsamefime
deprecatinglanappealfiolarms. Whenl(thexupture
came,however, theyhadlshown thelcouragelof
theirlconvictions,andtheirsad(caseprovedthat
theylhadresistedthelfrequentlopportunities(to
retractlandchange sideswhichoffered
themselves/duringthelstruggle.Thusl(it
happened(thatthelintolerancelof the[Americans,
sometimes(stimulated by private[commercial
indebtedness,@anfintoleranceléndorsed by their
governmentlin(coldblood, provedfothem the
curse(that/it[well[deserved(tobe.

Thattheyhopedfopossessithevasticountry
now known(as(Canadalwasundoubtedand
reasonable.Butfheyhadinadvertentlyplaced
uponltapicked(garrisonwhohated them witha
hatredfinconceivablefofhelordinaryEnglishman
or(Frenchman(ofinodern fimes, andprovedthe
meansofipermanentlylalienating[Canada;(a
hatred,foo, whichlin[amodified[degreeéndured
totheirlchildren’sichildren. Nay,itséchoes(are
therelyet,andarelalconstant(source of Surprise(to
theltravellingBritonWwholis iunfamiliarwiththe
historylofiCanada,and hearstheseSsentiments
fromMersonsinthemselvesmorelike/Americans
than Englishmen.

TobelaUnited Empire LLoyalist,(as
immigration from KEuropeswelled thepopulation,
came(fobelabadgelofthonour. It WwasSeriously
proposed thatthelsignificantlettersU.E.L."
shouldbelgranted by patent,andretainedasan
hereditary/affix(tothemamesloflindividualsiand
theirdescendantsWholaremow legion.Both[in
themaritimeprovincesandOntario,itlsatthis
daylaccounted/alinatter/ofipride(tobelof "U.E.L.
stock." In[thelseaboard(Britishprovinces(this
largelinfluxpresentedmo(race(problems.Nova
Scotiahad(already(aBritish majority whenlits
populationwas(trebledin(aldoupleofiyearsby the
Britishloyalistinflux.

Thelpleasantfertilelisland of Prince(Edward
waslpractically¥virgin(ground. ButiinCanada
properthewholelconditionswere(altered. The
Britishlelement, fromahandful l6f merchants,
hadbeen(suddenlylincreasedby20,000/eénergetic
and(ablepeople. For,inladdition(tolarge
settlements(in the mppercountry, mumbers(were
demandinglandinQuebec, motablylinthe
eastern(fownships.'Whatlismore, theldlimate had
been(proved(asbearableand the(soil muchbetter
than(thatofipopulousNew England. Many
AmericansofithehumblerSort, misdoubtingthe



unsettled(stateloftheirlown(country,(disliking(the
new(taxation,ormerelyattractedbygoodand
cheap(land,¢rossedtheborder. Norwas(itmerely
thephaselofithemoment, forlit wasquitelévident
that(Canadalwas(goingtobela British(aswelllas
alFrenchlcolony, andthewholemachinerywould
requirereconstruction.Carleton, mow(created
LordDorchester,hadbeen(sentagain(as
governor(in(1786to(facethese(difficulties. HelWwas
assisted by manycompetentlawyers, though
theyldid mot(alllagree.

Itiwasiobvious(thatthelargeandlincreasing
Englishléommunityfromselfigoverning(¢olonies
wouldmotTong(foleratetheautocratic
government(whichhadreally(suitedtheFrench.
Tolcreatelanassemblywith(alsmall minoritylof
skilledparliamentarians(sittinglamong/a
majorityoflanothertacelandicreed,and(quite
unused(tolpubliclaffairs,wouldbefolinvite
friction(and/deadlock.Theresultoftnuch
agitation(andmany(conflictingdpinionswas(the
CANADA AcT,dividingfhecountryintothe
provinces(oflLowerCanadal(Quebec),land Upper
Canadal(nowOntario), thus[separatingfolalgreat
extenttheFrenchland(English.

Eachprovincewaslallottedalgovernorwitha
nominated(¢ouncil, from[whichthelexecutive was
selected,landlanlelectivelassembly.Theprincipal
oppositionmaturallylarosefrom(the Englishin
theloldprovincelofi{Quebec, who, though/greatly
increased, werelstill but(afriflingmninority. The
Actwaspassed,however,in1791,
after(considerable/discussionlintheBritish
Parliament,land John[GravesiSimcoe, anEnglish
officer[wholhad/commandedaldolonial(¢orps/in
thelAmericanWar, was(the(firstlieutenant[]
governor(of UpperCanada.As[the(legislative
assemblieshad(very(limitedpower(of thepurse,
andlasltheléxecutivewaslindependentofthem,
whilelthelcouncil,orfupperhouse,(¢ould vetolall
theirBills(atwill, thiswaslafaintreflection (of
theBritishmodel6fipopularigovernment. With
reallyresponsiblelgovernment,andonly(a
nominal power ofvetolatthisleéarlydate,there
would havebeenmorefriction between(theraces,
numericallyinequallasitheywere,andrnuch
moreldanger.

Thelonlyhopeloflimpartiality Taylin(the
governor.Dorchester, forinstance,was(inclined
tofavourithe Frenchlasiapurelnatterofpersonal
judgment. Imaginelanéxecutive tesponsiblelfo
an(EnglishiorFrenchmajoritylinclined(to favour
itsmivals!The¥eryfhoughtlisan/absurdity.In
Lower[Canadaltherewere,0f course, both
grievances(and(difficulties. Thelatterwere
causedmainly by theldualicodelof Tawsland
disagreementsbetweenthe Englishiinfluence
and(thelalwaysultraimontane/Churchinlefforts
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forlawideleducation.Theformerwereléxperience
by theFrenchilater(onlin(their(éxclusion/fromthe
principaliofficesiofistate. InUpperCanadathe
seat/of government(was(temporarily(at/Niagara,
butlin(dueldourse, and(aftermnotiinconsiderable
discussion, wasremovedto[York, themucleus/of
thePresenticityof'Toronto.

Thelyearsbetween1791andthewarof(1812
would[representlaldistinct/épochlin(Canadafif
onlyforthefactthatlitsestablishmentforall
timelasfanEnglishlasWellaslaFrenchcolony
was/thenlinprogress.TheldestitutionoflSome6f
thelearlierimmigrantsfhad®eenelieved by the
halfipay(grantedtothosewhohadheld
commissionsthroughthe/AmericanWar, while
thelofficesmecessaryfiocarrylon(theprovincial
governmentiweremainlylandicéapablyfilled by
therefugees.Indeed,thelearlier inited [émpire
settlersfinOntario,[éombininglamongfhem most
oftthe(falents,developed(a¥irtualloligarchy.and
acquiredisuchalgriplofitheprovincial
governmentthatforthalflaéenturyitimnadela
pliantfool6fmostTieutenantgovernors,iandheld
thegrowingldemocracy(atlarm’slength [fill,in
1837,laswelshall(sSee,litslarroganceprovokeda
rebellion. ThebitterantilAmericanfeelings0fithe
refugeesWhofounded UpperCanadalstimulated
aproportionateénthusiasm fortheBritish
connection.

Itwaslal¢urious(situation.(Menwhose
familiesfor(generations’hadlivedfin
Massachusetts(or Virginia,[wholhad themselves
grown[uplandfakenpartinionelorotherofthe
democraticlselflgoverning(dolonies, andonwhom
the[WesternContinent,inappearancefand
speech, had(setlitsinmistakablemark,(displayed
alfervourlofiloyaltythatlextendeditselfltolevery
external(signand(Symbol (of Britishxtule, and
encouraged thelquasilaristocraticlatmosphere
thatforsodonglinfluencedtheprovince. The
earlier(loyalists/again/professed(distrust/ofithese
later Wwaves(of immigration fromthe United
States,andregardingthemselves/alonelas
founders(ofithelcountry, succeeded tolalarge
extentlinretainingmuchlofthe power.

Thesetendencies, however,(served(auseful
purposelin/their(day,beingfavourableltothe
martial wirtues,andlindeedtheylsaved(Canadalin
1812, thoughlsubsequentlytheyprovedwholly
obstructivefolitsthealthygrowth. Hither,foo, had
retired the remnant6fitheIroquois, Wholtrueto
their(ancientfraditions(andtheleadership(ofithe
Johnsons,hadfought(forthe Crownundertheir
great(chief JosephBrant(Thayendanegea).[And
hereltolday, mearthefownof Brantford,toWhich
helgavelitsmame,tnaybeseentheldescendantsof
hisrace, WholSolongwerethelterror6fNorth
America, mow(seatedon/thebanks(ofithe(Grand



River,land(cultivatinglartsiofipeacelin(thelguise
oftfarmers.

Whilelin Wpper(Canada,steadily(recruited by
allsorts/andiconditionsiofisettlersmostly
Englishland (Germans(from(theUnited[States,
men(ofvariousidreedsandimpelledbyvarious
motives, werebusyhewingouttheiriown
homesteads,theléxternalaffairsoff{Canada,@nore
particularlyas(affecting(theFrench(province,
werelagainléxtremelylcritical.[TheFrench
Revolutionhadshakentheworld,land England
wasloncemore atiwarwith France. Onelpartylin
the mew[American(republic,led by Thomas
Jefferson, waslenthusiasticallyproFrench,
clamouringforiwarwith(England,andwas(held
withdifficultylin(checkby(themnore(¢oolheaded
northern(states,SupportedbyWashington(and
Hamilton.[Aldombination6f Franceland [America
mustlnevitablyhaveldverwhelmed(Canada.
HatefullastheprinciplesiofitheRevolutionwere
tothelclericsland(seigniors, theFrench[Canadian
peoplewouldlalmosticertainly motihavefought
against(theiriold(compatriots.Themartialhabit,
too,waslost;[amewgenerationhad@arisen
unaccustomedtoWwar,land inwillingtofight/at
all. Ot Wwasfortunatethatitheldool,experienced
veteran Dorchesteriwas/atlthe helm, for between
1790(and (1793 theltwo countrieswere morethan
oncelon(thevergelofwar.

Therewerelseverallcausesoflirritation, oneof
them(beingthatisomelofithefarWwesternfortsiin
Americanferritorywere(stillheld by Englandon
theplealoficertainfunfulfilled treaty(conditions.
AnAmericanandIndianwarwasragingaround
theselremoteloutposts(of Britishregulars,land
thelsituationlinithewestwas/alhighly
inflammable(one.Onelhalflof[the[American
peoplehad@abandoned themselvestolaniorgyof
enthusiasm forthe’émancipated French, while
thelatterhadlagentsiin/every(state, as(wellaslin
Canada, whoWworkedipontheldredulous
habitantwith(allithemore
success(thatfhelémissaries(this
time(were Frenchmen. The
militiafingreatpartmefused
pointiblankfolattend their
musters,[despite priestsiand
seigniors,and@after(all,as Lord
Dorchesterpithilyinformed his
government, it[wasmotwholly
surprisingthatpeaceful,
ignorant/peasantsmollongerused
tohandlinglalgun(shouldobject
tolbeinglcalled from theirfarms
tohelpEnglishmen’andheretics
shoot/onelanother.

Affurtherlcauseloflanxiety
wasl(thelgreatimumber(of
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Americansthatlofllate(yearsthad(settled(inthe
colony,particularlylin/thatfertilelandbeautiful
districtiofl{Quebec, onthe Vermontfrontier,
which(was(setlapartforthem/and, popularly
known/astheEasternTownships,[is(stillmainly
British.Thesepeopleweremolonger United
EmpirelLoyalists,andtheirfactionincaseof[war
wasldoubtful, thoughSuch¥erymatural
uncertaintyhasmever(for(amnomentlattachedfo
their(descendants. Thescantinessofithe tegular
garrisonkeptinCanadalthroughlthese
precariouslyearswas(theldespair(oflits[governors.
In(1794, however, JAY’S TREATY between[Great
Britainlandthe(United[States(telieved thelstrain
forfafew(brieflyears.
Thoughthereweremanytindoubteddauses
offfrictionfit’haslalways/seemedfothestudentof
thatperiod(aslfianotherfightbetweenthe
MotherCountrylandher(offspringwas
imperativebeforethelaircouldhethoroughly
clearedland(their(relationsiproperlyladjusted.
The WAROF 1812(was(thework of'thesamelold
Jefferson/party, tepresented mainly by themore
Southernand(agricultural statesland mow(in
powerunder(thepresidencylof JamesMadison,
anotherVirginian(statesman.Themnore
enlightened, ¥ulnerablelanddommercial [Stateslof
NewEnglandmow,asbefore, werestrongly
opposedtolit.
GreatBritainwas(thenléngaged with
NapoleonlinlaldeathigrapplewhichWwasto
decidewhetherthenationsof Europewere(to
beFrenchlorifree, and(shelcould motlalways
afford(tobelovermicelin hertreatment/of
neutralsionthehighiseas.Itlislimpossible
toltreatfullyhere ofthepointsiatissue. Thelchief
of these(were(the famous ORDERS/IN/COUNCILI(of
theBritish(Government, whichultimately
proclaimed ablockadeloflallicountriesunder
France,theltightto(seize meutral Ships/carrying
suppliestolenemies/and(tosearchthem for
deserters,andtheanswering
decrees/of(Napoleon, futilelasthen
were(forlacklofiships.
Variouslinternational
episodes, mainlyby(sea,andthe
increasinglirritation(ofithe
Americans/on(shore(atitheldecline
offtheir[éommerce,atTength,in
June, 1812, producedthelong]
lookedforrupture.Inanticipation
of it
soldiersthadbeen(sentlout(to
Canadalas(tulers; Sir{George

..  Prevostiwasigovernorigeneralat
! Quebec,[and SirfsaacBrock

¥ temporary/lieutenant/governorof
Ontario.Theformerwaspopular



in‘his[province, which had(increasedin
population(to[220,000. Thelatter was/anlable
soldier,(hadbeen for(ten yearslin/thedountryand
waslidolisedinUpper[Canada,wheretherewere
nownearly80,000(Souls.

ThebruntofithelstrifefelllontheWpper
Province.Thepopulation 0fithe(Canadaswas
now[@bout300,000, 6fhichSomefwofhirds
were(French. Themaritimelprovinces, whose
storythroughoutithisquarterofiadéenturyhad
been(anineventful onelofsteady/development,
remained(outsidethelSphereofiwarisavelin[their
seabornelcommerce.

TheAmericanswereunquestionably
weakened by(thepersistentprotestsagainstwar
made by theNewEnglandstatesiand(their
virtuallabstentionfrom(any(sharelin(it. Still the
mostmartiallandbestorganisedofithelold
colonialgroups,theyhadbeenthebackbonelof
Washington’slarmies, butwereutterlyaverse(to
theNapoleonic(conception(ofthewelfare(ofthe
world,[and[asalSealgoingpeopleldould make
more allowancefortheseeminglyhighhanded
measureslinto[which Englandlinher(desperate
strugglelagainst/such/greatioddswasforced. It
waslalgood(thingfor(CanadalthatNew England
tookup(this/attitude. AslitWwas, the[Americans
camelsurginglagainstherlin/threeseparate
divisions/composed of[troopsnainlyfrom the
MiddleandSouthern(states,alll0bsessedwith
themotionthatthe UpperProvince Wwas/seething
with[discontent, thatlalimajorityoflits[people
would (welcomethem,and,in(short, that/the
enterprise wouldbelapromenade terminatingin
rewards ofllandlandloot.[Theylcameloniinder
Napoleonic/designations(fandwithINapoleonic
thunder.

The ARMY OFITHE WESTmade for(INiagara,
thatlof[the NORTH by thelAlbanyandOswego
routeforKingston. Therelisalmostialcomicopera
flavourlaboutthelopeninglscenes/oflthisreally
criticalstruggle.Butforthe(Canadians/the

momenttherel,vas(certainly mothing6filcomedyin

thematter,particularlythe Canadians(ofithe
UpperProvince,[whowerethelsoleobjectsof
attack.
Therelwere(1,400regularfroopsinthelcolony
and[about2,000énrolled militiafoldefend(a
frontierhundredslofimiles(in Tengthlagainstia
nationwithlalreadymearlyhalfithe(population(of
GreatBritain. Itmaybedoubtediflanycountry
hasleverbeen(confronted with(suchlapparently
hopelessidddsiaswasUpperCanada.'Onto
Canada!"was(theWwarl¢ryof the[American
armies, Who, most[fortunatelywerebothill[]
disciplined(and/ill led. General[WilliamHull
with(2,500menloccupiedDetroitionthe[American
sideofthe(river,whichthenformedthe
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international boundary,landlissuedla
proclamationthatforlexuberance oflbombast/is
among(thelcuriositieslofmilitaryditerature.The
Americans(hadleéitherassumed orbeenmisled
intothelextraordinarymotionthatlamajorityof
Canadians/wereleagerlylawaitingthem/as
deliverers(from/altyrant’s(yoke. Theywerelsoon
undeceived. Thefirstblowwasstruck by the
British(farlawaylinthe morth west, wherelthey
captured thelimportant/postiof’ Michillimackinac,
withlits(garrison/and/stores. Brock,in(the
meantime, who'had beenldetained bylameeting
ofthelegislaturelat(York, mowhastened against
Hullwith330tegularsiand (400 militia.
Tecumseh, fhe famous(chief, [ with 600

HullSurrenders[DetroitfdBrock
Indians,(captured Hull’s[convoys/and(cuthis
connections.Brocklérossedtheriver(toDetroit
andwithmotnisplacedlaudacity[summoned his
opponent(tolsurrender;whichheldid withhis
entire(force,[guns(and(stores(andverylittle
demur.[Sovanishedthis[Napoleonicmeteorand
his(corps(d’armée(fromthe(scenelof war(inthe
middle6fTAugust.[Anarmisticeproposed by the
twolgovernments(for(thelinterchangeof
negotiations(which proved(futile(hadsomewhat
checked Brock’smovements,butinDctoberhe
confronted the[American force underGeneral
StephenVan[Rensselaer/at Niagaralandfought



theleverimemorable BATTLE
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Britishlosswaslabout(70

OF QUEENSTOWN HEIGHTS, killedland wounded.

where helost hisifelinthe GeneralAlexander$mythe

supremehour(of ylci.:ory. r'r. N e now [ﬁgok [command [of’the
Queenstown[Heightslis g Americans,andafter

alloftyridgeloverthe © YouncsTowN issuinglalproclamation to

NiagaraRiver, between the themenlof New[York,

FallsiandLakeOntario. ) 0 Lew 'jfy )EN whichbegan(with

General Van[Rensselaer TiscarorA indecorous(diatribesiagainst

was[ontheAmerican(side
with[6,0001nenand
headquarters(atLewiston.
Brock[was(on(thelopposite
shore, withlaboutd,200
regularsiand militia
somewhat/scattered(froman
uncertainty(asltothepoint
atwhichaldrossingmight

his(twopredecessors,land
continued/inombastic
flightslofrhetoricithatéven
poorHulllhadmotreached,
started foputhisscheme of
“ |l occupyinglandregenerating
n Canadalinto/6peration.
Alllhis(attacks,
E however, wererepulsed,
(

).1;3

heattempted. - Y/5% X andwhenhis@army Tetired
Beforeldaybreakion §_,},—;,J//’E:;/% X intowinter[quarters(the
October13th,1,300 __.-"—’_,-‘.:".._‘-—f\‘_____ 2))j; /y ~ eloquentigeneralwas
Americans/éffecteda = IR 1£ . \\ K\\ | consignedibyhis
landinglatQueenstown o = government(foprivatelife
afterSome[skirmishingwith ThellNiagara Brontier andoblivion. Itmustbe
alfewhundred(British remembered,however, that

postedfhereandagooddeal ofartillery fire from
bothisideslofitheriver. BeforeBrock douldreach
theScenelsomeoflthelénemyhadgainedthelcrest
ofl{QueenstownHeights,landthelbravelgeneral at
onceled200 men mptheSlopelagainstthem, but
fellldeadin[thelattemptwith(aballlinhisbreast.
BrockwasmotonlyaSplendid Soldierof
considerable European(éexperience, butoneof
thoserareEnglishmen(who(succeeded inwinning
theldevotion(ofithe(colonistsbothlinpeaceand
war.Hisossin[fhestruggle justbegunwas
simply(irreparable.

Alloftylobelisklon Queenstown(heightskeeps
hismemory(green,andfwolbiographershavetold
thetaleloffamoble(life. General$irRogeriSheaffe
hadmow/(arrivedonthelspotwithreinforcements,
and,/gatheringlothers/ofthe Britishlalreadylin
action,scaled(theheightstothewest ofthe
Americanswith@bout1,000xnen,halfregulars
and(halfimilitia,/and(afew(Indians.Van
Rensselaerthurried(across(theriver for
reinforcements, butthe New[York(militia
exhibitedthemostinblushingpoltroonery,and
protestedthattheyhadlonlybeenlenlistedto
servelin[theirlownlcountry. The[American
regularsiandmilitialalreadyontheheightsWwere
now!(charged(infront/by(ajudicious/combination
ofvolleysfandbayonets, whilebehind themwasfa
precipicewithonlyone placeofléscape. Numbers
threwthemselves(dverlit, morewere[shotland
bayoneted,0othersdrowned(in(theriver,andthe
losslaltogether(waslabout[400.The¥emaining900
surrendered as(prisoners(ofiwar, whilelthe

theAmericansWwereléengagedin(awarof
invasion,@lways(difficultforrawfroops, forleven
theirregularsthadmo(seriouslexperience. The
militiawerebadlyofficered,andlall were
miserably(led. Theirlinspiringmnotives,again,
weremotlelevated,whilemumbers,doubtless,
werehalfthearted. The(Canadians,(onthelother
hand, werefighting for theirfhomeslandlagainst
anlenemy(whom (theyhadreason(toregard with
especial resentment, whilethe few(regularsiwho
aidedthem wereloffine[quality, belongingmainly
tothe, 41ST REGIMENT.[With themext(year,the
Americanssmartinginderignominious(defeat
braced themselvesforigreateriefforts, gotitid of
their(political(generals, and(discoveredmore
efficientiofficers. Michiganwasmowlinthehands
of the(British.

General (Henry[Proctor, atDetroitwith(1,000
men,and(thelvaluablebutSomewhat
intermittenthelplofiTecumsehland hisIndians,
wasopposed to[Harrisonwith(anarmy(ofl7,000,
having(defeated his(colleague, General
Winchester, with(aloss/of mearly 1,000 men,
including(prisoners.[Alcampaign(ofivarying
fortunewas(conducted(ontheMichigan(side, fill
aldefeat[ofltheBritishbythe Americanfleeton
Lake(ErieleftDetroit/isolatedand(forced Proctor
into[CanadalandatetreatuptheRiverThames.
Helhad with(him([800xegularsandmnilitia,land
500Indians.[Harrisonfollowed Wwith3,500men,
including1,500@mounted riflemen from
Kentucky.(When[Proctorwas(dompelled fomake
alstand his(forceWwasreducedtoabout440



regulars/and(about fifty local([dragoonsand
Tecumseh’s/Indians. Itlis/énough [to/saythathe
wasloverwhelmed. Thelgallant(soldiers(ofthe
41st, wholhad Bornefhebruntofiwoarduous
campaigns(and/accounted for(atleastfourtimes
theirmumberinAmericans(killed, woundedand
prisoners, werewearied,[illfed,[and[overstrained.
Theywerelatlasttiddendownbylalchargelof
1,200horse, supportedbylover2,000Gnfantry,(as
shown by thelofficial figuresofiGeneral Harrison,
who,inthelsamebreath(andinthelamazing
phraseology(ofthis/generation,ascribed(the
victoryloverthis[poortemnantito'superior
valour."Tecumseh, WhoseIndians6ffereda
longer(resistance,Wwas(slain. Proctor(éscaped,and
was(sentlintoretirement afteraldourt martial
which, thoughmotforgetful (6fThisformer(mnerits,
censured him forblunders, chieflyofidelay.
Harrison [after hisvictoryévacuatedCanada.
SiriGeorge Prevost, wholhad thelgeneral
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supervision(ofoperations, provedextremely
inefficient,landadded greatlytothedifficulties of
hissubordinateslintheirstrugglelagainst(great
odds;Whilewhenhehimselflledinaction it Wwas
onlytofailure. OperationsiontheNiagara
frontierWwerelcarried onbriskly fhroughoutthe
second[Summer,the/énemymakingmuchbetter
useloftheirSuperiormumbers.Theyburned York,
thelittle/capitallof UpperCanada,lin
contravention0fthefermsoflitsSurrender,
which(costthemtheirmnorevaluablelcapitalat
Washington,destroyed by theBritishin
retaliation.[Generals[Sir[RogerSheaffeand(John
Vincent/commandedonthe Britishshorewith
about(althirdofithemumberofitroopsopposed(to
them, forthe Canadianmilitia Weremostly
farmers,landhadto/save(theiricropslasiwelllas
fight, whiletheltegularsicould bebutfeebly
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reinforced,as(thelstrainon[GreatBritainin(1813
leftifew(tospare.The BATTLEIOF STONEY
CREEK(was(the mostmotableléengagement
this(year,land(wasfoughtlintheNiagara
districtiwhen ColonelJohnHarvey, withasmall
force,madelamightlattack,landroutedthe
Americanarmy6f2,500mmen mearthelsite

of themodern(cityloff Hamilton.

Lake(Ontario, too, hadbeen(thelscenelof
manyéngagementsbetween thesmallfleets
which(struggledformasterylon(alseawhich
meant(Somuchtoleither. Bylandandake,
however,thelyear(closed without(definitetesults,
norlhadanythingbeen’accomplishedbythe
Americanigeneral, JamesWilkinson, with(the
8,000men(thatconstitutedthis ARMYOFITHE
NORTH. Itslobjectin1814had beenthelcaptureof
Kingston, attheleastend of LakeOntario, with(a
view[foldescendingfhetiver iponMontreal.
Another(division(0fi4,000/strongunder(theSouth
Carolinian(generals, Wade[Hampton/and Izard,
sufferedtheremarkabledefeatiof CHATEAUGUAY,
foughtionthemiverlofithat mamejustisouthofithe
St.[Lawrence.

Theheroesofithisléngagementwere380
French(Canadiansiunder ColonelCharlesMichel
deSalaberry, an(officer/of thatmationality
holding(aldommission(in the[60th Regiment,who
checkedtheladvancelofthelénemy,onMontreal.
ItAsfamouslinCanadianlannals,/andwasWwon
partlyby(skilful'shootingfrom¢overlandpartly
bylaruselofibugleblowingWwhich[suggestedthe
advance/loffalarge(forceland éreatedlalpanic. It
wasaSayinglonglafterwardslintheAmerican
Armythatmolofficerwhowalued hisreputation
wouldladmit(fohavingbeentherelatall.
Simultaneously with CHATEAUGUAY, Wilkinson
descendedthe[St. Lawrencewithhis(8,000men
and(designsuponMontreal. Colonel(Morrison,
however, followed thim from KingstonWwith(as
manyhundred,’and foughtthevictorious
rearguard(action(of CHRYSLER’S FARM.[This,[with
themews6ffTHampton’schecklat(Chateauguay,
averted(allfurtherthoughtsoflan(attackon
Montreal,landSent®both theselincompetent
generalslintowinter[quarters.Afterfwoyearsof
fightingfheAmericans/did motholdafootof
Canadian(ground.In1814,however,thereWwere
about(®,000British regularsiand(4,000militia,
Frenchland English,inarms(inCanada.

Wilkinson, with5,000 men, nowmade
anotherminsuccessfullattemptonthe Lower
Province.TheBritishmowheldthenaval
supremacyofLake Ontariolandcaptured
Oswego. Therewas(somelheavyfighting, too,lon
theNiagaralfrontier,[andtheAmerican(froopsby
experiencehad mowbHecome mmuchmore
formidable.The BATTLEOF LUNDY’S LANE(was



themost(severelofithewar,[3,000British being
engaged(against(5,000/Americans(withoutany
resultbutlaloss0f'800men toleither(side.
Michillimackinac'had been successfullyheld
against(aformidablelattack(and thewar,0f which
bothisideswerelthoroughlyweary,forlonlythe
principal éngagementsilave beenénumerated
here, wasferminatedinDecember.The
Americans by theirsuccesslin mavalduelsonthe
oceansomewhatredeemed theirTacklofTit/on the
Canadian(frontier.(Butwith(these, the British
attacksionthe[American(seaboard,their¢apture
offtWashington,and their repulse by General
Jackson(atNew(Orleans, whichwas/thelclosing
scene, welhavemothing(toldohere.[The[Canadas,
atlany(rate,léemergedtriumphant. Even(the
maritimeprovinces, thoughmotthemselves
invaded,had(¢ontributedtheirmodestiquotalof
troops(tothe dcommon(c¢ause;whilethefaintboom
offcontendinglarmsoffitheir(sternlandfoggy
coastswasfortwolyears(alquite familiarmotein
theirseaportitowns, andthepursuitioflits/quarry
bythelprivateer(afrequentandlexcitinglépisode.
As(regard(thelissuesuponwhich(thewarlwas
fought,theyremained(precisely(astheywere
whenltbegan. ButNapoleonwasinKlba,peace
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atllengthreigned,andtheloriginalidauses(of
offence Were@utomaticallylinabeyance.
Americanléommercelhad(suffered frightfully, but
itAs[oftensaidthatthewar,[n[Spite0fithe
malcontent[stateswholhadlatone time
threatenedSecessionand(alseparatepeace.had
givenlaldertain/confidencelandpatriotismtothe
new republic. ThattheCanadashadgained
enormouslylin(these(qualities/isbeyond(dispute.
Indeed, theWar0f[1812mnayin(aSsensebelcalled
themakingof{Canada. Bothracesandlallclasses
hadfoughtisideby(side.Nofightforlexistence
thatlever(wasmadebylalweaklagainstlapowerful
foelleftmnore causelforipridelandisatisfaction.
There weremany(domestic[froubles(in(store,
butthatlislanotherthinglandthelotoflall
communities.If[therehadbeenanydoubtbefore
as(tolthedestinyoflCanada,shethad mow[Spoken
with(avoicethatmolonelcould misunderstand,
and(sealedlher(decision(withherblood. Inmore
senses/than(one, the War(0f(1812which(was
declaredbytheUnited[Statesjustiafterithe
ordinances, Whichwereherprincipalgrievances,
hadbeen(tepealed, andwas(stimulated by the
expectation(offan(easyconquestof{Canadalll
proved(invery(truththemakingofithaticountry.



